REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated April 4, 2022
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:00pm at the Agawam Junior High School.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 10 PRESENT, 1 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following Councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo (remote),
Christopher Johnson, Dino Mercadante, Anthony Russo, Robert Rossi, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald Smith, and Anthony
Suffriti. Councilor Letellier was absent. With ten present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
Kitty Axelson-Berry, 89 Stony Hill Road, Amherst spoke about the Roderick L. Ireland Courthouse expressing
gratitude for this item being on our Agenda and how important it is to get a comprehensive study done and hopefully
an entirely new courthouse. She is not a resident however her daughter works at the Courthouse and she is very, very
concerned for her daughter’s health as well as the health of the other employees. She feels it is sheer negligence and
arrogance to not do anything. The courthouse is known as the “Hall of Toxicity”. She asked people to email
markzski@hotmail.com or call Kitty 413-230-3271 to see how you can help.
Item D. Minutes
1.

Regular Council Meeting – March 21, 2022

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Smith. The minutes were voice vote
unanimously approved with Council President Johnson noting the abstention of Councilor Sandlin.
Item E. Declaration of Council President
None.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2022-22 - A Resolution in support of a comprehensive feasibility study to replace the Roderick L.
Ireland Courthouse (Sponsored by Councilor Calabrese)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilors Russo, Rossi and Cavallo. As sponsor
of the Resolution, Council Vice President Calabrese said she can’t add more than the Citizen Speak Time speaker said
and wishes to provide motivation to get traction for this situation. She drafted this resolution to be a model for other
communities to create a concerted front. Councilor Rossi agreed this was a worthwhile resolution and should be taken
seriously. Councilor Sandlin also believed this is something that needs to happen NOW. She feels that should move
the employees out of that building and build a new building. Councilor Bitzas is also in strong support stressing the
poor air quality and mold issues. Councilor Suffriti said he was recently scheduled for jury duty and was very relieved
to hear his jury duty was cancelled. He was actually nervous for entering that building for one day – can you even
imagine how the employees feel having to be there every day? Council President Johnson stepped from the Chair and
said he has spoken with employees and he sees legitimate fear in their eyes and that alone is reason enough to move
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forward with this item. He believes it is important to get ALL the courts into a new well laid out, modern and efficient
courthouse. The amount of cancer diagnoses and ALS is just too high to be a coincidence.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the item.
2.

TR-2022-23 - A Resolution to appropriate Seventy Seven Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents
($77,000.00) from the Agawam Golf Course Retained Earnings Account to fund the Agawam Municipal
Golf Course Operations Accounts (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Finance Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilors Rossi, Suffriti and Cavallo. As Chair of the
Finance Committee, Councilor Mercadante provided the report stating that they had a very lively and positive
discussion. The Mayor explained the many positive moves that have built up Retained Earnings in the Golf Course
account. Tom DiRico gave further explanation of the fund through June 30th noting there are two new employees,
more play and they are trying to build inventory in both the Food & Beverage and golf products. Councilor
Mercadante mentioned the fuel may be increased at a later date. Councilor Sandlin said gasoline is not exempt and
Councilor Cavallo noted that Tom and his staff were doing such a great job with the course. Councilor Suffriti asked
why they have to come back to the Council for each appropriation. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the
Full Council made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Council Vice President Calabrese. The vote was 5 Yes, 0
No.
Councilor Mercadante’s only concern is that they may have to come back to the City Council in near future however
the golf course is in the black. Councilor Rossi was pleased to see this because it shows how well the golf course is
doing. They have to come back to the City Council because it is a Retained Earnings account. This hasn’t happened
in so long that that they have actually had money in the Retained Earnings account. So happy to see this. Councilor
Bitzas also was very glad to see that there is money in Golf Course Retained Earnings account. This is what happens
when we work together. We would have had homes in that area if we never put a golf course in there in the first place.
Council President Johnson congratulated Tom DiRico and his staff noting that this Resolution is on our Agenda
BECAUSE they are doing so well at the golf course. It has turned a corner as compared to a few years ago with the
previous golf course manager.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the item.
3.

TR-2022-24 - A Resolution to appropriate and authorize borrowing in the amount of Two Million
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) to pay costs for the Westfield River Intercept Sewer
Relocation Project and the Reed Street Embankment Project (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (Referred
to Finance Committee)

Council President Johnson noted that the Administration requested this item be tabled. Motion to table made by
Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Mercadante. Voice vote approved tabling the item.
Item G. Elections
None.
Item H. Public Hearings
None.
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Item I. Old Business
1.

TOR-2022-1 - An Ordinance to amend the Code of the Town of Agawam Zoning Ordinance
regarding Drive-In and Drive-Through restaurants (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (2 of 2 Readings)
(Referred to Legislative Committee) (Tabled 3/21/22)

Motion to remove the item from the table made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor
Mercadante. Voice vote approved removing the item from the table. Motion to approve the second and final reading
made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilors Smith and Cavallo. Council President Johnson clarified that
this was a reduction to the number of parking spaces required for drive-in and drive-through restaurants.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving second and final reading.
2.

TOR-2022-4 - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 103 of the Code of the Town of Agawam (Sponsored
by Mayor Sapelli) (2 of 2 Readings) (Referred to Legislative Committee) (Tabled 3/21/22)

Motion to remove the item from the table made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilors Mercadante and
Calabrese. Voice vote approved removing the item from the table. Motion to approve the second and final reading
was made by Councilor and seconded by Councilor . Council President Johnson clarified that this was an increase in
the inspection fee for larger solar arrays.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the second and final reading.
3.

TOR-2022-6 - An Ordinance to amend Section 7C of Chapter 49 of the Code of the Town of Agawam
(1 of 2 Readings) (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve the first reading made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of the
Legislative Committee, Councilor Suffriti provided the report stating that the Solicitor explained the reason for this
ordinance change. Councilor Mercadante asked how many hours per week this position works. Councilor Cavallo
asked if the two percent would align this position with the rest of the departments and Councilor Suffriti explained
more detail of this position with the Solicitor answering and providing additional information. Motion to send a
positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Russo. The vote
was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Letellier). Councilor Mercadante said this was worthwhile to keep this office
competitive.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Letellier) approving the first reading.
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2022-25 - A Resolution asking the Mayor to reinstate the original hours of operation at the
Agawam Senior Center (Sponsored by Councilors Bitzas and Rossi)

Referred to the Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
2.

TR-2022-26 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of David Cecchi, 29 Albert Street,
Agawam, MA to the Community Preservation Act Committee to a term expiring April 30, 2025 (City
Council)

Next Agenda.
3.

TR-2022-27 - A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Vincenzo Ronghi, 55 Avalon Place,
Feeding Hills, MA to the Community Preservation Act Committee to a term expiring April 30, 2025
(City Council)

Next Agenda.
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4.

TO-2022-6
- An Order granting or renewing a PERMIT for Weekly Amusement for Six Flags New
England, 1623 Main Street, Agawam, MA (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.
5.

TO-2022-7
- An Order granting or renewing a LICENSE for Automatic Amusement Device(s) for
Six Flags New England, 1623 Main Street, Agawam, MA (Clerk)

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.
6.

TO-2022-8
- An Order amending a LICENSE for gasoline/petroleum storage tanks, Gulf Express
Mart, 18 Springfield Street, Agawam, MA (Clerk) – Set Public Hearing Date for May 2, 2022

The Public Hearing is set for our May 2nd meeting and the item is referred to Administrative Committee.
7.

TO-2022-9
- An Order amending a LICENSE for gasoline/petroleum storage tanks, One Stop Mart,
373 Rowley Street, Agawam, MA (Clerk) – Set Public Hearing Date for May 2, 2022

The Public Hearing is set for our May 2nd meeting and the item is referred to Administrative Committee.
8.

TO-2022-10 - An Order granting or renewing a Junk Dealer’s PERMIT for John’s Trucking of
Agawam, Inc., 415 Silver Street, Agawam, MA 01001

Referred to Administrative Committee, next Agenda.
9.

TOR-2022-7 - An Ordinance to amend Sections 7(A)(1) and 7(A)(2) of Chapter 49 of the Code of the
Town of Agawam (Two Readings Required) (Sponsored by Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Legislative Committee, next Agenda.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Councilor Mercadante asked if Animal Control could do something about the number of bears wandering around town
and if they could be relocated. He also questioned the water issue. Councilor Cavallo reminded his committee that
they had a joint meeting the next evening to review the proposed FY23 school budget and to come prepared with
questions. He also reminded them that he would be scheduling a meeting to make their recommendation to the Full
Council. Councilor Cavallo provided a medical update noting he would be attending the next City Council meeting in
person and was really looking forward to it. He thanked everyone for their support over the last few months while he
recovered.
Item M. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was moved and seconded all around. Meeting was adjourned at 7:33pm.

*Please note that this meeting was live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as being able to view on the town’s website*
www.agawam.ma.us
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