REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated March 15, 2021
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:00pm in the Auditorium at the Agawam Junior High
School. Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30A,
Section 20, the public is not allowed to physically access this meeting. Members of the public will be able to access
the meeting on Cable Access Channel 15 as well as watch live streamed on the town’s website. *Please note Council
President Johnson apologized for any inconvenience for tonight’s meeting as the town server is down.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 10 PRESENT, 1 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo, Christopher
Johnson, Gina Letellier (remote), Dino Mercadante, Rosemary Sandlin, Gerald Smith, Anthony Suffriti and Mario
Tedeschi. Councilor Robert Rossi was absent. With ten present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
Council President Johnson apologized for any inconvenience for tonight’s meeting as the town server was down so if
any member of the public emailed the Council Office with Citizen’s Speak Time comments, they were not received.
Item D. Minutes

1.

Regular Council Meeting – March 1, 2021

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Cavallo.
unanimously approved.

Voice vote

Item E. Declaration of Council President
None.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2021-16 - A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of Two Thousand Two Hundred and
Seventy Two Dollars and Seventy Three Cents ($2,272.73) from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to the Town of Agawam Fire Department (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Sandlin.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
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2.

TR-2021-17 - A Resolution authorizing the Town of Agawam to solicit and enter into an Agreement
exceeding five years for the operation and maintenance of the wastewater and water pumping facilities
(Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Community Relations Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of the Community
Relations Committee, Councilor Bitzas provided the report stating that Solicitor Buoniconti explained this agreement
supports the operation and maintenance of the Waste Water and Water pumping facilities. Motion to send a positive
recommendation to the Full Council made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Smith.
The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Rossi)
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
3.

TR-2021-18 - A Resolution accepting payments from CES Agawam Tuckahoe Solar LLC to the
Town of Agawam in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59 §38H(b) (Mayor Sapelli)
(Referred to Community Relations Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Smith and seconded by Councilor Cavallo. As Chair of the Community
Relations Committee, Councilor Bitzas provided the report stating that Solicitor Buoniconti explained the payments
and the benefits to the town. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Smith
and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Rossi)
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item.
4.

TR-2021-19 - A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Lease Agreement between the Town
of Agawam and CES Agawam Tuckahoe Solar, LLC regarding a solar energy system at 0 South West
Street, Feeding Hills, Massachusetts (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Community Relations Committee)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilors Cavallo and Sandlin. .As
Chair of the Community Relations Committee, Councilor Bitzas provided the report stating that Solicitor Buoniconti
explained this item. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Council Vice President
Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Smith. The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Rossi)
Councilor Tedeschi thanked the Mayor and Solicitor for all the work and extra effort that went into this project.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving the item. Council President Johnson also
thanked Mayor Sapelli and Solicitor Buoniconti
Item G. Elections
None.
Item H. Public Hearings
None.
Item I. Old Business
1.

TOR-2021-1 - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 103 of the Code of the Town of Agawam for electric
vehicle charging station fees (1 of 2 Readings) (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Legislative Committee)
(Tabled 2/8/21)

Motion to remove the item from the table made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Council Vice President
Calabrese. Voice vote approved. Motion to approve made by Councilor Bitzas and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.
As Chair of the Legislative Committee, Councilor Suffriti provided the report stating that there was a great deal of
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discussion which he is sure will be discussed further on this floor. In the end, the committee sent a positive
recommendation for the $0.60 fee by a vote of 3 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Tedeschi), 1 Absent (Councilor Letellier).
Amendment #1
Councilor Sandlin made the Motion to Amend the fee from $1.00 per kWh to $0.60 per kWh which was seconded by
Councilor Bitzas. Council President Johnson asked for comments or questions about the amendment. Councilor
Mercadante believes this is all about making electric vehicles competitive enough and currently the town does not
charge for these. Something is better than nothing and would still encourage use of our electric vehicle charging
stations without having the taxpayers subsidize all of it. He said this would ease the burden on the taxpayer.
Councilor Cavallo was against lowering it at all but agreed sixty cents is fair noting there are only three dozen electric
vehicles in town at this time. He encouraged monitoring the fees for a year and hopefully Eversource will adjust their
costs at that time. Councilor Smith said the owners of electric vehicles already receive many perks like a $7,500 tax
rebate as well as others. They chose to purchase an electric vehicle and should have to pay something. Sixty cents is
MORE than fair he stated. Councilor Mercadante added that the town carries insurance in case there is vandalism on
the charging stations and that the subscription fee of $0.40 has already been paid by the town so that is a done deal.
The only issue is the $0.60. If we are serious about growing the electric vehicle market in town then we need to find a
happy medium to allow these vehicles to flourish which in turn will drive the demand rate down. Councilor Tedeschi
noted he voted against this in the sub-committee because in his opinion, the town has decided to “Go Green” and we
should commit to this and we need to put our money where our mouth is so to speak. If the cost for a widget is $20
and the guy down the street is selling his same widget at cost for $10, no one will buy “my” widget. Electric and gas
for a vehicle is a need and Councilor Tedeschi doesn’t think this is smart business. He respectfully said if the town
wanted to be green, then put up or shut up. He was hoping for $0.25 not $0.60. Councilor Bitzas noted they had a
lengthy discussion about this and he supports the Mayor’s recommendation at $0.60 and thinks it is fair and a good
compromise. Councilor Sandlin supports the amendment because this charge will help to collect necessary data on
where vehicles are coming from to use our charging stations and suggested everyone write letters to their legislators
and the Governor to get the DPU to address the Eversource Electric Vehicle tariff. So with this amendment, the town
can recoup some of our costs as well as look at the data to be collected. She made the Motion to Amend because she
believes this is a good compromise and is fair. Councilor Tedeschi thought they were already able to track plates over
this past year and that was when it was free of charge – there weren’t many cars using it when it was free – he didn’t
think there would be a huge influx of people using this now that there is a charge. Again, he said we need to put our
money where our mouth is. Councilor Cavallo thought we could implement zip codes into the machine to get a better
perspective.
The vote on the amendment only was 9 YES, 1 NO (Councilor Tedeschi), 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi) approving
the amendment
The vote on the main Motion as amended was 9 YES, 1 NO (Councilor Tedeschi), 1 ABSENT (Councilor Rossi)
approving the first reading as amended.
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2021-20 - A Resolution in support of voter identification and legal absentee ballots and in
opposition to universal mail-in ballots for every registered voter (Sponsored by Councilors Bitzas,
Calabrese and Tedeschi)

Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
2.

TR-2021-21

- A Resolution in support of permitting sports gaming in local businesses (Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
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3.

TR-2021-22 - A Resolution to appropriate Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($600,000.00) from Free
Cash for infrastructure improvements (Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda.
4.

TR-2021-23 - A Resolution to appropriate and authorize borrowing in the amount of One Million
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000.00) to pay costs of the Agawam Library’s roof replacement
and remodeling (Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda.
5.
TR-2021-24 - A Resolution supporting House Bill No. 1359 calling for the creation of a state funded
grant program to increase participation in Robotics and STEM (Councilors Calabrese and Letellier)
Referred to Community Relations Committee, next Agenda.
6.

TR-2021-25 - A Resolution authorizing the adoption of Orders of Taking for the O’Brien’s Corner
Right of Way Project under the authority of Section 14 of Chapter 40, Chapter 79 and Chapter 84 of the
General Laws for the reconstruction of Springfield Street (O’Brien’s Corner) (Mayor Sapelli)

Next Agenda.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Council President Johnson wished Councilor Mercadante a very happy birthday today. Councilor Smith said that
Saturday is the first day of spring and we all deserve a break and was hoping for nice weather. Councilor Sandlin said
at our next meeting, she will have comments regarding TR-2021-20 and House Bill 1536. Councilor Suffriti has as
restrictions start to be lifted, he cautioned everyone to continue to be smart and safe – we still have a way to go.
Council Vice President Calabrese wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day and looked forward to the parade next
year. Councilor Cavallo said his School Budget Committee timetable was received very late but reminded everyone
they’ll begin to look at the draft budget as soon as it is received. There will be a joint meeting on March 29th however
not sure what the format will be – zoom or in person. Councilor Tedeschi encouraged everyone to give back and noted
that the Rotary Club worked with Agawam School’s Emotional Learning Director Marlene DeJesus to create Comfort
Kits for students who are returning to in-person and hybrid learning. The purpose of these kits is to provide students
with self-regulating tools to help them with their focus and attention. The Rotary assembled the kits by hand and
Marlene DeJesus was able to purchase additional kits through a grant she found. Councilor Tedeschi noted that the
Virtual family resource center has a website (https://sites.google.com/view/agawamfamilyresourcecenter) which helps
promote life skills, health and wellness, success in the classroom and has on-demand videos. For more information,
please contact info@agawamed.org or 413-821-0530 ext. 7653. Councilor Bitzas talked about the $1.9 trillion
stimulus package and suggested we contact Congressman Richard Neal to try to bring some of these funds to Agawam
and possibly addressing Feeding Hills sewer problem. It cannot hurt to try. He also wished everyone a Happy St.
Patrick’s Day. Council President Johnson noted that Saturday is Councilor Letellier’s birthday wishing her a very
happy birthday on behalf of the Council. Councilor Letellier asked Council President to read her remarks as she has
been having difficulty with her voice. Councilor Letellier thanked everyone for the birthday wishes and also said she
was saddened to see that her colleagues have sponsored TR-2021-20 under New Business regarding mail-in ballots and
voter ID. She stated this mimics many of the arguments made by the losing presidential candidate which was rejected
by over fifty federal and state courts including by judges that he appointed to those federal courts and the Supreme
Court. No fraud was found with mail-in ballots and they allow so many to be able to vote. With regard to Voter ID,
Councilor Letellier again stated that fraud cases were filed by the losing presidential candidate and were rejected by all
courts. She respectfully asked that this item be withdrawn. Councilor Bitzas asked to lead everyone in singing Happy
Birthday to Councilors Mercadante and Letellier.
Item M. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn moved and seconded all around. Meeting was adjourned at 7:43pm. *Please note that this meeting
will be live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as on the town’s website* (www.agawam.ma.us)
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