REGULAR MEETING OF THE AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL
Minutes dated February 16, 2021
Meeting was called to order by Council President Johnson at 7:01pm in the Auditorium at the Agawam Junior High
School. Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30A,
Section 20, the public is not allowed to physically access this meeting. Members of the public will be able to access
the meeting on Cable Access Channel 15 as well as watch live streamed on the town’s website.
Item A. Roll Call
ROLL CALL – 10 PRESENT, 1 ABSENT
Roll Call was taken with the following councilors present: George Bitzas, Cecilia Calabrese, Paul Cavallo, Christopher
Johnson, Gina Letellier (remote), Dino Mercadante, Robert Rossi, Rosemary Sandlin, Anthony Suffriti and Mario
Tedeschi. Councilor Smith was absent. With ten present, there was a quorum.
Item B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Item C. Citizen’s Speak Time
None.
Item D. Minutes

1.

Regular Council Meeting – February 8, 2021

Motion to approve made by Councilor Cavallo and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. Voice vote unanimously
approved.
Item E. Declaration of Council President
None.
Item F. Presentation of Resolutions
1.

TR-2021-6
- A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Mary Jo Safford, MS, APRN-BC, 92
Juniper Ridge, Drive, Feeding Hills, MA to the Board of Health for a term expiring the first Monday in
February, 2024 (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Bitzas and seconded by Councilors Suffriti and Tedeschi.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the reappointment.
2.

TR-2021-7
- A Resolution accepting a grant ($13,759.19) from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
State 911 Department for the Agawam Police Department (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilors Suffriti and Cavallo.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the item.
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3.

TR-2021-8
- A Resolution accepting a 911 Support and Incentive grant ($116,290.00) from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts State 911 Department for the Agawam Police Department (Mayor
Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Suffriti and seconded by Councilors Sandlin and Tedeschi.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the item.
4.

TR-2021-9
- A Resolution confirming the reappointment of Marilyn Curry, 123 Beekman Drive,
Agawam, MA to the Historical Commission to a term expiring January 1, 2024 (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilors Bitzas and Letellier.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the reappointment.
5.

TR-2021-10 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Kerri O’Connor, 41 Woodside Drive,
Agawam, MA to the Agawam Veterans Council to a term expiring April 1, 2024 (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Tedeschi and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the appointment.
6.

TR-2021-11 - A Resolution accepting a grant ($6,500.00) from the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency through the Executive Office for Administration and Finance for the Town of
Agawam Emergency Management Department (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Mercadante and seconded by Councilor Suffriti.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the item.
7.

TR-2021-12 - A Resolution confirming the appointment of Anthony Russo, to the Planning Board to
an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2024 (Mayor Sapelli)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Bitzas and seconded by Council Vice President Calabrese.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the appointment.
8.

TR-2021-13 - A Resolution petitioning the General Court to amend the Massachusetts General Laws
Chapter 94, Section 321 by adding a deposit to miniature alcoholic beverage containers (Sponsored by
Councilor Bitzas and Councilor Tedeschi) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Council Vice President Calabrese and seconded by Councilor Sandlin. As Chair of the
Legislative Committee, Councilor Suffriti provided the report stating that Councilor Bitzas thanked his co-sponsor for
the Bill to the State House and hopes Full Council will support. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full
Council made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilor Tedeschi. The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No 1 Absent
(Councilor Letellier). Councilor Bitzas read the resolution into record and thanked Representative Boldyga for
pushing it in the State House. Will Clark has also made several phone calls asking for support. Councilor Bitzas
asked for everyone’s support and that this would make Jack Coughlin very happy. Councilor Sandlin fully supported
this resolution noting that some communities have gone so far as banning the sale of nip bottles. Council Vice
President Calabrese stated that this could have an impact throughout the whole Commonwealth and would love to see
other communities take action. Councilor Letellier expressed her best wishes for Mr. Coughlin’s quick recovery and
also supported this resolution.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the item.
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9.

TR-2021-14 - A Resolution opposing internet data caps and committing to analyzing internet access
and affordability (Sponsored by Councilors Sandlin and Bitzas) (Referred to Legislative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Sandlin and seconded by Councilors Mercadante and Bitzas. As Chair of the
Legislative Committee, Councilor Suffriti provided the report stating that Councilor Sandlin stated surrounding
communities are doing similar resolutions as Comcast is imposing data caps to residents. With the current pandemic,
more people are working from home and using more data adding more stress to families. Councilor Bitzas agreed with
Councilor Sandlin and feels this is just another way for Comcast to cash in on residents. He thanked the Mayor for
forming a task force. Motion to send a positive recommendation to the Full Council made by Councilor Sandlin and
seconded by Councilor Bitzas. The vote was 4 Yes, 0 No 1 Absent (Councilor Letellier). Councilor Sandlin said she
and Councilor Bitzas filed this because internet is essential to children, parents, teachers, working professionals – so
many – and for Comcast to place a cap on data is terrible and only a money maker for them. Everyone is at their
mercy. Councilor Sandlin noted that similar resolutions have been filed in many surrounding communities. Councilor
Bitzas agreed with Councilor Sandlin and said this is a good first step. We all pay top dollar for Comcast and we have
no other options. The Mayor put together a task force to look into other options. None of us want to see our residents
paying more money especially during this pandemic. Councilor Rossi didn’t quite understand the point of this as he
believed the resolution had no teeth to force Comcast to do anything. Can’t we force them to not place a cap on data?
According to Comcast, the cap wouldn’t affect 95% of the residents. He is all in favor of not paying more money but
he thought the town had a contract with Comcast. Councilor Sandlin said that 71 other communities have or are
sending the same resolution to the state. It behooves us to do this as this only affects residents – not businesses – and
will send a very important message to Comcast. Councilor Bitzas agreed. Councilor Cavallo reiterated that it was
only with Comcast and that he has Verizon. Councilor Mercadante noted that the “teeth” as Councilor Rossi
mentioned would come with this resolution along with the Task Force and would send the appropriate message to
Comcast that this is an unacceptable business practice. Councilor Letellier expressed her support for this and the task
force that the Mayor has put together. Council President Johnson added that Councilor Sandlin is the Council
representative on that task force. He also stated his strong support for this item however Comcast business in general
is changing with the additional of the many streaming services. He said Comcast is seeing numerous residents
unsubscribing and streaming through the internet. Council President Johnson does not support what Comcast is doing
but it is not just the rise of internet use because of more residents being home during the pandemic – it is more due to
streaming and the loss of business for them. Councilor Sandlin said Comcast is the only game in town for us and we
need options. Council President Johnson added to Councilor Cavallo that DSL is not Wi-Fi – it is broadband and a
different story but it is important to take a stand opposing data caps. Councilor Sandlin mentioned that the hill towns
have broadband because Comcast won’t go there and again said there is always a need to look at other options.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the item
Item G. Elections
None.
Item H. Public Hearings
None.
Item I. Old Business
1.

TOR-2020-9 - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the Town of Agawam regarding
Fences (2 of 2 Readings) (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Legislative Committee) - as amended

Motion to approve the second and final reading made by Councilor Cavallo and seconded by Councilors Suffriti and
Rossi. Councilor Rossi said after speaking with the Solicitor, it made sense to make another further amendment to
remove the term ‘natural barrier’ from the second and third sentence of the second part of Exhibit A entitled “Section
B. Fences or walls”. Motion to amend made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Council Vice President Calabrese.
The vote on the amendment only was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the amendment.
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The vote on the main Motion was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the second and final
reading of TOR-2020-9 as amended. Council President Johnson thanked Councilor Rossi for working with the
Solicitor on this item.
2.

TOR-2021-1 - An Ordinance to amend Chapter 103 of the Code of the Town of Agawam for electric
vehicle charging station fees (1 of 2 Readings) (Mayor Sapelli) (Referred to Legislative Committee)
(Tabled 2/8/21)

Motion to keep this item on the table made by Councilor Suffriti and seconded by Councilor Bitzas. Voice vote
approved.
3.

TO-2021-1
- An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to Paul J. LaPointe d/b/a
The Car Connection at 820 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative
Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided the report stating that all was in order with this license. The committee sent a
positive recommendation for approval to the Full Council by a vote of 3 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent (Councilors Letellier and
Smith).
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith) approving the item.
4.

TO-2021-2
- An Order granting or renewing a Class 2 Dealer’s LICENSE to 57 Auto, LLC, 371
South Westfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee)

Motion to approve made by Councilor Rossi and seconded by Councilor Suffriti. As Chair of the Administrative
Committee, Councilor Rossi provided the report stating that the committee voted to reject this license and send it back
to the City Clerk for missing information. Council President Johnson stated that the Council can do one of three things
– vote yes, vote no or table the item until they provide additional information. Councilor Sandlin made the Motion to
table which was seconded by Councilor Rossi.
The vote was 10 YES, 0 NO, 1 ABSENT (Councilor Smith)
Item J. New Business
1.

TR-2021-15 - A Resolution to appropriate Thirty Six Thousand and Four Hundred and Six Dollars
($36,406) from the Agawam Golf Course Retained Earnings Account to fund the Agawam Municipal
Golf Course Operating Accounts (Mayor Sapelli)

Referred to Finance Committee, next Agenda with Council President Johnson noting the Finance Chair Mercadante
could request a presentation from Mr. DiRico.
Item L. Any other matter that may legally come before the City Council
Councilor Bitzas hoped the Governor improved the vaccination process as there have been so many complaints. He
said to everyone – stay safe and stay healthy. Councilor Cavallo said he hoped all went well in Agawam with their
vaccine day – he was getting his first shot! Council Vice President Calabrese said Happy Mardi Gras to everyone.
Councilor Suffriti extended thanks to the Administration, the Police and Emergency Management Director as tonight
the City Council approved $136,000 in grants applied for by those departments. They have their hands full with snow
and everything going on with the pandemic yet they continue to find grants to bring in money. He appreciates them
and their continued hard work. Councilor Sandlin thaked the Administrative for the quick replacement of parts
regarding the blinking light at intersection of North West Street and South West Street. She mentioned we have to
remember the home bound people in town and hopefully the Town Nurse gets to these people as well for their
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vaccinations. Councilor Mercadante agreed with Councilor Sandlin’s comment on the Administration and fixing that
light. He also thanked the Police Department and DPW. He said to drive safe with the coming storm. Council
President Johnson wanted everyone to be on the same page and suggested we move the sub-committee meetings back
into the Teachers’ Conference Room because we have had such technical difficulties. He believes logistically it would
work better to connect to Zoom away from the main stage. He also mentioned that the IT Department will be doing a
demo of new microphone with lights and speakers and they will soon be looking for a couple volunteers for a mock
meeting to try to work out the kinks they have been experiencing. Councilor Rossi asked if we could physically invite
certain required guests to sub-committee meetings if necessary. Council President Johnson said we can look into but it
would be best to try to use Zoom first in the Teachers’ Conference room.
Item M. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn moved and seconded all around. Meeting was adjourned at 7:46pm.
*Please note that this meeting will be live-streamed on Channel 15 as well as on the town’s website*
(www.agawam.ma.us)
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TO-2021-1 was also approved
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